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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the following communications: Amendment filed on 
7/13/2009. 

This action is made final. 

2. Claims 1-35 are pending. Claims 1, 15, and 28 are the independent claims. Claims 1, 
15, and 28 are the amended claims. Claims 1-35 have been rejected by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 4 - 6, 11, 17 - 19, 21, and 31 each recite the limitation "said selected 
characteristic." There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 
Therefore, claims 4-6, 11, 17 - 19, 21, and 31 are rendered indefinite and are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, paragraph two. 

Claims 32 recites the limitation "said indication of currently visible groups" and claim 33 
recites the limitation "said indication." There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations 
in these claims. Therefore, claims 32 and 33 are rendered indefinite and are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, paragraph two. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Weiner et al. 
(US 6,041,331). 

As per independent claim 1, Weiner discloses a computer-implemented method for 
presenting a set of items to a user, the method comprising: 

- dividing a display screen into at a least a first presentation area, a second 
presentations area and a third presentation area, wherein said first presentation 
area, said second presentation area and said third presentation area are visible to the 
user at the same time (Figs. 4A - 4C and column 14, line 66 - column 15, line 8); 

- presenting in said third presentation area at least a portion of a set of user-selectable 
filters (Figs. 4A - 4C and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5); 

receiving a user input selecting one of said set of user-selectable filters (column 12, 
lines 60 - 63 and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5); 

- dividing said set of items into one or more groups according to the selected filter 
(column 13, lines 9 - 28; column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5; and column 16, 
lines 24 - 37); 

- automatically generating one or more group titles for at least a portion of said one or 
more groups, wherein said one or more group titles indicate at least one keyword 
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associated with the items in one of said one or more groups (column 9, line 47 - 
column 10, line 10 and column 13, lines 9 - 28); 

- presenting, along with at least a portion of said one or more group titles, at least a 
portion of said set of items in accordance with said groups to the user in said first 
presentation area (Figs. 4A - 4C and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5); and 

- presenting a listing of said one or more group titles in said second presentation area 
(Figs. 4A - 4C and column 14, line 44 - column 15, line 9); and 

indicating in said second presentation area which groups contain one or more items 
currently visible to the user in said first presentation area (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, 
line 44 - column 15, line 9; and column 15, lines 24 - 46). 



As per independent claim 15, Weiner discloses one or more computer-readable storage 

media storing a graphical user interface, said graphical user interface comprising: 

- a filter selection area which displays at least a portion of a set of users electable 
filters, wherein said set of user selectable filters includes one or more primary filters, 

wherein said filter selection area displays at least a portion of a set of secondary 
filters incident to user selection of one of said one or more primary filters (Figs. 4A - 

4C; column 12, lines 60 - 63; column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5; and column 16, 

lines 24 - 37); 

- an item presentation area which displays at least a portion of a set of items to a user 
wherein said set of items is presented in one or more groups according to a selected 



Application/Control Number: 10/763,886 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2179 

filter from said set of user-selectable filters (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, line 44 - 
column 15, line 9; colunm 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5); and 

- a table of contents area which displays a listing of said groups and which further 
displays an indicator showing which of said groups contain one or more items 
currently visible in said item presentation area (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, line 44 
column 15, line 9; column 15, lines 24 - 46; and column 16, lines 24 - 37), 

- said table of contents area further displaying volume information for each of the 
groups in said listing, wherein said volume information is presented within the listing 
(column 14, lines 59 - 63; column 15, lines 19 - 23; and column 16, lines 24 - 37); 

- wherein said item presentation area, said filter selection area, and said table of 
contents area are visible to the user at the same time on a display screen (Figs. 4 A - 
4D and column 14, line 66 - column 15, line 18). 



As per independent claim 28, Weiner discloses a computer system for presenting a 
plurality of items to a user, the system comprising: 

- a filter selection area which displays at least a portion of a set of user-selectable 
filters (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5; and column 16, lines 
24 - 37), wherein said set of user selectable filters includes at least one filter 
enabling filtering based on date of creation (column 1 1 , line 5 1 and column 12, lines 
24 - 53) and includes at least one filter enabling filtering based on keyword (column 
15, line 24 - column 16, line 5 and column 16, lines 24 - 37); 
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a group title generation component configured to automatically generate one or more 
group titles fi)r at least a portion of one or more groups of items, wherein said one or 
more group titles indicate at least one keyword associated with the items in one of 
said one or more groups (column 9, line 47 - column 10, line 10 and column 13, lines 

9-28); 

an item presentation display which presents at least a portion of a set of items to a 
user, wherein said set of items is presented in said one or more groups according to a 
filter selected from said set of user-selectable filters (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, line 
44 - column 1 5, line 9; and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5); and 
a table of contents which provides a listing of said one or more group titles and which 
indicates which of said one or more groups contain one or more items currently 
visible in said item presentation display (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, line 44 - column 
15, line 9; column 15, lines 24 - 46; and column 16, lines 24 - 37); 

- said table of contents further displaying volume information within said listing for 
each of the one or more groups (column 14, lines 59 - 63; column 15, lines 19 - 23; 
and column 16, lines 24 - 37); 

- wherein said item presentation area, said filter selection area, and said table of 
contents area are visible to the user at the same time on a display screen ( Figs. 4A - 
4D and column 14, line 66 - column 15, line 18). 

As per claim 2, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner further discloses 
that one or more of the presented items are digital images (column 11, lines 47 - 50). 
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As per claim 3 and taking into account the rejection of claim 2, Weiner further discloses 
that at least one of the digital images is a digital photograph (column 11, lines 47 - 50). 

As per claim 4, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner further discloses 
that said selected characteristic is a creation time or other associated date and/or time within a 
desired interval of time (column 11, line 51 and column 12, lines 24 - 53). 

As per claim 5, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner further discloses 
that said selected characteristic is storage in a desired folder (column 14, lines 52 - 62). 

As per claim 6, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner further discloses 
that said selected characteristic is associated with one or more desired keywords (column 15, 
line 24 - column 16, line 5 and column 16, lines 24 - 37). 

As per claim 7, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner fiirther discloses 
that the listing of said groups includes information associated with the contents of the groups 
(column 14, line 44 - column 15, line 9 and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5). 

As per claim 8, and taking into accoimt the rejection of claim 7, Weiner further discloses 
that said information includes date and/or time information (column 11, line 51 and column 12, 
lines 24 - 53). 

As per claim 9, and taking into account the rejection of claim 7, Weiner further discloses 
that said information includes storage location information (column 14, lines 52 - 62). 

As per claim 10, and taking into account the rejection of claim 7, Weiner further 
discloses that said information includes associated keyword information (column 15, line 24 - 
column 16, line 5 and column 16, lines 24 - 37). 
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As per claim 11, and taking into account the rejection of claims 1, Weiner further 
discloses that the listings of said groups includes information associated with said selected 
characteristic (column 14, line 44 - column 15, line 9 and column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 
5). 

As per claim 12, and taking into account the rejection of claim 1, Weiner further 
discloses that indicating which of said groups contain one or more items currently visible to the 
user includes presenting a visual indicator element with the listing of said groups (Figs. 4 A - 
4C; column 14, line 44 - column 15, line 9; and column 15, line 24 - 46). 

As per claims 13, 24, and 34; and taking into account the rejections of claims 1,15, and 
28; Weiner further discloses indicating and displaying volume information related to a number 
of items in at least one group (column 14, lines 59 - 63; column 15, lines 19 - 23; and column 
16, lines 24-37). 

As per claims 14, 25, and 35; and taking into account the rejection of claims 13, 24, and 
34; respectively, Weiner further discloses that indicating volume information includes presenting 
one or more volume meters with the listing of said groups (column 14, lines 59 - 63; column 15, 
lines 19 - 23; and column 16, lines 24 - 37). 

As per claims 16 and 29, and taking into account the rejection of claims 15 and 28, 
respectively, Weiner further discloses that one or more of the presented items are digital images 
(column 11, lines 47 - 50). 

As per claim 17 and taking into account the rejection of claims 15, Weiner further 
discloses that said selected characteristic is a creation time or other associated date and/or time 
within a desired interval of time (column 11, line 51 and column 12, lines 24 - 53). 
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As per claim 18, and taking into account the rejection of claim 15, Weiner further 
discloses that said selected characteristic is storage in a desired folder (column 14, lines 52 - 
62). 

As per claim 19, and taking into account the rejection of claim 15, Weiner further 

discloses that said selected characteristic is association with one or more desired keywords 
(column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5 and column 16, lines 24 - 37). 

As per claims 20 and 30, and taking into account the rejection of claims 15 and 28, 
respectively, Weiner further discloses that the listing of said groups includes information 
associated with the contents of the groups (column 15, lines 24 - 46 and column 16, lines 24 - 
37). 

As per claims 21 and 31 and taking into account the rejection of claims 15 and 28, 
respectively, Weiner further discloses that the listings of said groups includes information 
associated with said selected characteristic (column 15, lines 24 - 46 and column 16, lines 24 - 
37). 

As per claims 22 and 32 and taking into account the rejection of claims 15 and 28, 
respectively, Weiner further discloses that indicating which of said groups contain one or more 
items currently visible to the user includes presenting a visual indicator element with the listing 
of said groups (Figs. 4A - 4C; column 14, line 44 - column 15, line 9; column 15, lines 24 - 46). 

As per claims 23 and 33 and taking into account the rejection of claims 22 and 32, 
respectively, Weiner further discloses that said indicator displays the extent to which the groups 
having currently visible items are presented in the items presentation area (column 14, line 44 
column 15, line 9; column 15, line 24 - column 16, line 5; and column 16, lines 24 - 37). 
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As per claim 26 and taking into account the rejection of claim 15, Weiner further 
discloses that said table of contents area is configured to receive a user input selecting a listing 
associated with a selected group (column 14, line 66 - column 15, line 18). 

As per claim 27 and taking into account the rejection of claim 26, Weiner further 

discloses that said user input causes at least a portion of the content of said selected group to be 
displayed in the item presentation area (column 14, line 66 - column 15, line 18). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on 7/13/2009 have been fully considered, but are moot in 
view of new grounds of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

Conclusion 

8. It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any 
way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332- 
33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 
USPQ 275, 277 (CCPA 1968)). 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. The cited documents represent the general state of the art 

Cited art of particular note includes, but is not limited to: 
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• Parulski et al. (US 6,629,104 Bl) 

• Wolff et al (US 6,833,848 Bl) 

• Anderson (US 6,538,698 Bl) 

• Rubinstein (US 5, 721,897) 

• Anderson et al. (US 6, 914,625 Bl) 

• Li etal (US 5,802,383) 

• Rosenweig et al (US 6,950,989 B2) 

• Misawa et al (US 2003/0154190 Al) 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric A. Wiener whose telephone number is 571-270-1401. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 9am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Eric Wiener/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



/Ba Huynh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



